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On THE DECALOGUE, 


ACRED things fhould never be rendered too familiar. Myf- 

tery is the firit principle in all thofe religious eftablifhments 
where the object prepofed is to darken the mind. Develope 
the myftery, and alight beams upon the sadacfanting. which 
diffipates the fhade of ignorance, and diffolves the clouds of fu- 
peritition. 

It is the fame in politics. 

In the eaftern countries, where tyranny is eftablifhed, and 
fear is the great political principle, the fovereign feldom ap- 
pears; and when he does, it is with the utmoft pomp and fplen- 
dour : fhould he ever make his perfon familiar to the eyes of his 
fubjeéts, they would difcover he was a mere mortal. 

In free ftates, refpe€t and reverence is paid to the office, not to 
the officer. 

Thefe reflections led me to obferve upon a cuftom generally 
adopted in proteftant churches, of hanging up the decalogue in 
a confpicuous place.—The intent, no doubt, was good, but the 
effect has not anfwered. ‘This divine code fhould be imprefled 
upon the heart, with expofitions and illuftrations of the doce 
trines contained in it ; whereas, by painting them on a wall, 
they lofe that force and energy which attends perfonal inftruc- 
tion, 

It is a bold affertion, but it is a true one, that Tue Tan 
ComMaNpMeEnTs are, at this day, confidered by the multitude 


as a mere je, 
Vou. Il. 54. D Let 
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Let us EXAMINE. 
The firft and fecond prohibit idolatry. 
ow is this law obeyed ? Have not moft men made deities of 
th cit ls iis? Look to the feaff—See at the head of the table, 
how that fellow with the large paunch, and napkin tucked under 
his chin, bows down to a turtle, while at the foot another gor- 
mandizing wretch worfhips a haunch of venifon. 

There fits another—-This fellow has drank away appetite, and 
at prefent worfhips only his bottle. 

‘They eat and drink as if it was their lat meal, and in their 
converfation, as ‘ the devil can cite {cripture to anfwer his pur- 
pote,” fo can. they—They fay, “ Eat, drink, and be merry, for 
to-morrow you die”—Jlet me add, and be damned—** Wine 
males the heart of man chearful?—** Sufficient to the day is 
the evil thereof.” 

lere is a puppy worhhips himfelf—He fits at his glafs for 
hours, lounges through life—and, like a butterfly, dies, when he 
ttains maturity—The very cofmetic and wafhes with which his 
vanity prompts him to improve his beauty, hurry him to his 
rave in a green old age. 

The third commandment is a prohibition of /wearing. 

What fay the bifhops, the lords, the commons, to this law ? 
They fay it isa jeil—an oath of office is a matter of cere- 
mony, not of obligation—If this was not the cafe, what would 
become of unqualified members ? 

Revenue officers declare, if they kept their official oaths, they 
could not live, their falaries are fo fmall—fo they reak their 
Oatlis ex oficio—The captains of trading veffels tell you their 
Sirf oath | is never to make a true affidavit at the Cuftom- houfe, 
and fo confider themfelves bound in confcience to repeat pesjaries 
—Whata jef is this—O merciful heaven ! if the anathema an- 
nexed to a breach of this law be ftri€tly executed, where is the 
man who can be held guiltlefs ? 

The fourth commandment enforces the necefity of dedi- 
cating the Sabbath to reft and worfhip. In this ordinance, the 
Diyine Creator has confidered not only man, bat bea/?. 

How is it obeyed? 

Aik the poft-horfes. 

Enquire at tayern » te2- houfes, gambling -houfes, and bro- 
thels.—What is the anfwer ? P rophanation every where-———A 


Jef eve ry hei e! 












no means free from the gener: ale giect. A 
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in the education of their children, and from that want of ftea- 
° dinefs 


“nomenon truly r rare. But from 
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dinefs and confiftency in the condu€ of parents which is indif- 
penfably neceffary to their being treated with due refpeé by 
their children. For how can the children be expected to reve- 
rence their parents, if the parents do not, according to the old 
maxim of the Romans, in the firft place reverence their chil- 
dren? The moft excellent principles, the mot refined fenti- 
ments, and even Chriftianity itfeif, will lofe their effect, if not 
fupported and adorned by a fuitable example. Such an example 
is of the more importance, becaufe the wa int of it is one princi- 
pal caufe of the prefent general depravity. Parental and filial 
duties, like all the other fecial duties, are admirably calculated 
to improve the heart with the moft virtuous fentiments, and-to 
make thofe fentiments influence the heart and life Certain it 
is, that the neglect of parents in forming their children’s minds 
in the early period of life, is the chief caufe of that negligence, 
or entire non-performance of filial daty, which is one of the 
worlt, and hen of the moft prevailing features, in the character 
of the prefent age. 
Sixth. A prohibition againit murder. This crime I have 
often confidered as refui iting from education, more than ret 
When f {ee parents ailc w their offs pring to torment puppie 
kittens, birds, &e. Je: ode a bloody blot in the 
efcutchcon of the family. ‘The fecds of this vice 2re fown in 
the infant mind, The child who is permitted to impale a fly 
upon a pin, will, from habit, become fuflicieatly hardened to 
officiate as executioner to the inquifition ; and yet have [ feea 
parents even aflift in the fanguinary amufement to pleafe their 
offspring, and turn the murder into a jelt. 
There is 2 ftory fomewhere in Grecian hiftory, of an heir aps 


hich had 











parent to the crown, who crufhed a linnet to deat h, w 
taken afylum in his bofom, from the purfuit of a voracious 
hawk. ‘The government confidered this a& of barbarity as a 
prefage from heaven to the people. The wife men were af- 
fembled, and, after long debate, refolved that the prince fhouid 
fuffer death ; concluding that heaven had permitte this early 
inftance of cruelty, to enable the people to take meafures for 
preventing his acceflion to the throne, where he could perfecute 
his fubjeéts with impunity. ‘There is a good old proverb, which 
A barned ch: id dreads the fire.” Now, oa the experi- 
ence of this proverb, it would be just tice and hams nity in thofe 

education of children, to correct fymp- 
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plication of a candle to his finger would be found extremely fa- 
lutary. 

Suicide comes under this prohibition. Of this crime there 
are various clafles ; for every man who caufes his own death, 
either by drinking, or any other fpecies of debauchery, is as 
completely a felf-murderer in the eye of heaven, though not in 
the eye of the law, as he who difpatches himfelf by fteel, lead, 
or poifon.—Yet the drunkard and debauchee confider their vices 
as mere jefts. 

I could fay much on duelling, but recommend my readers to 
the chapter in that paper of the Spectator which contains Phara-. 
mond’s edict againit it.—There every thing has been faid, that 
can be faid. 

Seventh. Thou fhalt not commit adultery.—So fays the old 
law.—Thofe who ok and /uff, commit adultery—fo fays the 
new law. Here is a jef with a vengeance.———‘* We all 
drefs to be admired, (fay the ladies,) and we have not a doubt 
but mother Eve gave a turn of taite to the arrangement of her 
fig leaf.—T his prohibition, if taken in the liberal definition of 
the new promulgation of the commandment, would fhut up the 
Shop of every milliner, mantua-maker, perfumer, hair-drefler, 
Fe. EFe. 

Take a peep into Do&ors Commons—you’'ll find adultery a 
mere jeft. It is confidered in the fame light at the bar of the 
Commons—at the bar of the Lords. ———The police laughs at 
it, and permits open houfes for the practice of the crime.—The 
church winks at it, under the very nofe of the preacher, and the 
eftablifhed rule feems to be that laid down by Shak{peare’s Mad 
Lear—‘* To it, letchery, pell mell.” 

Eighth, Thou foalt not fleal.—Say you fo, Mr. parfon ?—but 
you laugh in your fleeve.—If you are ferious, Sir, fhut up the 
public offices, and hang thofe who fillthem. Why, half the 
gentlemen in the nation could not live, but for peculation.— 
Take away thieving, and you knock down the whole fraternity 
of gamblers.—Metamorphofe the ftock-jobbers to lame ducks. 
—Take out a commiffion of bankruptcy againft the overfeers 
of the poor.—Deprive the trading juftices of their authority, 
and annihilate their enormous train of conftables, runners, wit- 
nefles, &¥c, Not fleal!—a pretty jeft.—What trade could 
live ?—We fhould have 'no adulterated liquors, unwholefome 
bread, dark windows to drapers’ fhops—fhort meafures—light 
weights—with a thoufand, &c. Ge—Itis all a jef; pradent 
men do ileal, and wil! fteal.—But take care, do not {teal con- 
trary tolaw—or if yon do, avoid difcovery, and.all is fair. 

Ninth. 
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Ninth. Thou foalt not bear falfe witnefs.—What a jet for 
the /aw to laugh at.—But it is a rule with me no: to meddle 
with edged tools, and it would be dangerous to throw out fatire 
againft a body, who, from the chief jultice down to the quill- 
driver, can, upon a moderate computation, turn out not lefs 
than three hundred thoufand efe@ive writing men. 

Tenth. An ordination againtt covetou/ne/s clofes the table. 

Upon this command, I fhall only remark that it includes 
nearly every thing which can be faid upon all other crimes, —It 
prohibits a defireof inordinate and immoral gratifications ; and 
he who can diveft himfelf of fuch defires, will be in no danger 
of falling into the particular fins prohibited by heaven, and 
will be competent to the practice of thofe virtues which the di- 
vine authority inculcates, 





Tas NOV SLEDS 
[Continued from page 7.] 
tt Fea ee 
Mr. HARCOURT #0 the Honourable Mx. STANLY. 


BRIGHTHELMSTONE, 


ERE am ftill, and likely to be fo a week longer, if my 

patience is not exhaufted. The fame wretched excufes of 
unfavourablenefs of the wind are ftill in the mouth of that ftub- 
born fellow who commands the packet, or rather one of the 
packets, for there are feveral belonying to this place, which un- 
luckily happen to be on the oppofite coaft, otherwife Mr. Kil- 
lick might probably think differently of the weather, 

There is certainly fome fpell laid on my intended excurfion, 
and, on any other occation, I don’t know whether I fhould not 
confider it as an interdiction, and return ; for, believe me, my 
mind is but ill at eafe..———Though a man may travel to any re- 
mote region of the world, and fly from the place or perfons that 
have been the caufe of his mifery, yet I find he cannot fly from 
himfelf—But | muft drop this fubject, as it opens my wounds 
afrefh. As I travel in hopes that variety may heal them, I maf 
rather fearch for entertainment, than permit my mind to brood 
over any misfortunes : therefore, fhould my obfervations at any 
time furnith you with amufement, it will be doubly a pleafure 

to 
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to me $ for whilft ic adds to your entertainment, it beguiles me 
of many a heavy minute. 

In my laft, I think. 1 promifed you a further deferi ption of this 
place : fince which, i believe I have popped my head into every 
nook and corner it has. 

This town is prettily fituated at the bottom of a hill, clofe to 
the fea, which washes its banks. Formerly it was no more than 
a little fithing village, and, in one refpect, it is no better now, 
for it has no other trade. The port belonging to this, or ra- 
ther the neareit port to this place, is Shoreham, about fix miles 
diftant from it, where there is a tolerable good harbour for thip- 
plog a utiguous to the town is a delightfully pleafant lawn, 
called the Steyne : it derives its mame from one of the Roman 
cauleways, W hich pafics through Steyning, (from whence that 
town takes its name alfo,) and terminates here.—On this fpot is 
erected a mufic ‘eilleny : aband is provided by fub{cription in 
the feafon, and plays for the entertainment of the company 
morning and evening. 

From hence you have a pleafing view of the fea on one fide, 
and a chearful variegated paren pe on the other.—Here are not 
wanting other means of entertainment ; for there are feveral 
coffee hovfes, circulating libra ries, two elegant afle: mbly-rooms, 
and a theatre ; fo that the gay and diflipated may kill a month 
or two in the year at this place, as well asany other I know of. 
They have aifo hot falt-water baths, which, to the invalid in 
many cafes, may be very ferviceabie ; but pleafure i is the ob- 
ject, I believe, of more than nine-tenths of thofe birds of paf- 
tage the fummer feafon draws to this fpot.—The bathing ma- 
chines are fimilar to thofe in other parts of the kingdom ; a lit- 
tle fquare room, built on four wheels, which is dragged by a 
horfe to a proper diftance into the fea; from which, whea un- 
drefled, you may emerge into the water, and to which you re- 
turn and dréfs comfortably. 

There is one very difagreeable circumftance attending bath- 
ing at this place. You are obliged to confult both wind and 
tide, which confines you often to hours extremely inconveni- 
ent, and, when the weather is boiltcrous, to the abfolute prohi- 
bition of this moit falutary exercife : therefore , as a ——s 
place, it falls infinitely fhort of Weymouth, where no imped 
ment whatever interrupts you from bathing , when, and at wh 2 
hour you pleafe, nature having given it a thore fo happily 
formed, and fo well protected by the circumjacent hills from the 
affault of tempeftuous winds, that the fea is fo little agitated, 
as not to interrupt the bathing at any period of the year. 


The 
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The church is fituated on an eminence, about half a mile 


over the tomb-:tones, I obferved they in general covered people 
who had lived to a good old age, which ftrongly indicates the 
healthinefs of the fituation. Onein particular attra€ted my no- 
tice, having the following infcription on it : 

P. M. S$. 

«* Capt. Nicholas Tatterfall, through whofe prudence, va- 
Jour, and loyalty, Charles II. king of England, after he had 
efcaped the {word of his mercilefs rebels, and his forces received 
a fatal overthrow at Worcefter, September 3, 1651, was faith 
fully preferved, and conveyed to France ; departed this life the 
26th day of July, 1764.” 

Enquiring further into the hiftory of this affair, I learned 
that the king, after the battle of Worcefter, fled to this place : 
he was ¢cifguifed, and went to the George Inn, (now that of 
king Charles,) which happening at that time to be kept by a 
man whofe name was Smith, and who had formerly lived about 
the court, fo that the perfon of his fovereign was well known to 
him, in his gueft he recognized that very perfon ; he difcovered 
that knowledge to the king in fuch terms of veneration and re- 
fpe&, that the king thought him worthy of his confidence.— 
Nicholas Tatterfall, who was of his acquaintance, kept a little 
veffel : this perfon he hired to convey his royal guelt to Fecamp 
in France, which was effected the next murning ; and for this 
fervice, Tatterfall, after the reftoration, had an annvity fettled 
on him by his fovereign of iool. per annum for him and his 
heirs for ever. 

Had I been driven to this corner of the kingdom at a time 
when pleafure hailed you each hour of the day, and fociety 
might be formed when fought for, I probab!y had not felt fo 
difagreeably my being detained thus, contrary to my will: bat 
now I believe I am the only folitary firanger in the town, and 
whofe fituation is rendered worfe by the continual rains, which 
imprifon me half my time. If it was not for the pleafure I 
have in fometimes writing to my friends, and at others"in pe- 
ruling that philanthropic author, Dr. Sterne, I fhould be eat up 
with the vapours.—Who can read thofe beautiful ftories of the 
Monk, and the poor German lamenting the lofs of his afs, in 
which there is fo mach humility, benevolence, tender-hearted- 
nefs, and patient perfeverance, but muft at once feel himfel: 
afhamed, by being difturbed at every little untoward throw of 
the die in life, which croflvs his expectations ?—Il am myfelf 
auch indebted to him, and am at this infant profiting from 
thofe 
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thofe pitures he fo mafterly drew : they have taught me philo- 
fophy, and checked thofe rifing paffions which otherwife might 
lead the mind, foured by difappointments to maddening defpair. 

A coach and four is this inflant drove to the door.—lI hear 
enquiries for the packet, ——T his will be the laft letter I hope I 
fhall write from hence : I’!l for the prefent leave it open, left I 
fhould have any thing further to fay before I embark. 

Killick has jult been here ; and now he is willing to go, the 
wind is really againft us, and blows tempeftuoufly.—‘T'o-morrow 
morning will, I hope, produce us better luck. We are tobe 
called up, if any alteration in our favour; therefore, my good 
friend, I with you a good night, 
in continuation, ——— 


Half a dozen times at leaft, during the courfe of Jaft night, did 
I think I heard a fummons at my door; but it was no other 
than the effects of a reftlefs mind.—I arofe at my ufual hour, 
and immediately vifited the water-fide, My firft information 
was, the wind was directly in our teeth, which implied that it 
was as oppofite the point we wifhed, as poffible. 

The waiter who brought me my breakfalt, informed me that 
only two out of the four gentlemen who came in the coach laft 
night, were going to France ; that they appeared uneafy at the 
delay ; had ient for the captain of the packet, and offered him 
treble his fare, if he would attempt to fail. It was abfolutely 
impracticable : they might bribe the man, but he could not 
rule the winds. My good friends, thought I, whoever ye are, 
ye muft have a little patience as well as myfelf, 








—— in continuation, ——— 


Is it not provoking, now the wind is a little about, and fa- 
vourable for our embaraing, the packet (being in Shoreham har- 
bour) cannot get out ’till evening tide, and then it may be in 
our teeth again.——I am determined not to be difturbed, but 
take events as they arrive, withour murmuring. Patience is a 
ufeful virtue ; and though I believe it is more preached than 
practifed, yet it is not a jot the worfe cn that account. Indeed, 
this morning I wasa witnefs to the excellent utility of it. 

Walking on the banks contiguous to the fea, I admired the 
patient perfeverance of an old fitherman.—How long he had 
fruitlefsly employed his time e’re | faw him, I know not; but I 
think I obferved him nearly an hour, in which time he had re- 
peatedly traverfed the fands to and fro, up to his knees in cold 
water, forceing before him a net fixed toa pole, I enquired 
what he was fearching for ; he anfwered, he hoped to have 
found fome fhrimps ; but, as the wind blew from the on a 

an 
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and the tide was retreating, he feared his labour would be in 
vain.—I wondered, under thefe difcouraging circumftances, he 
would rifk the getting cold, when the probability of fuccefs was 
fo much againithim. ‘* Sir, (fays he,) ’tis not for a poor man 
to confult the changes of the wind, weather, or tide: I try 
them in all times and feafons; and if I can earn enough to buy 
a guid of tobacco, ’tis better than ftarving.” ‘* True, my friend, 
(replied [,) and ’tis pity thou fhould’ft ever want one, who can 
thus patiently bear the buffettings of thofe powerful elements, 
and be thankful for fo {mall a recompence to reward thy toil.” 
“‘ The time, Sir, has been, (replied he,) when I would wil- 
lingly have given one of my fingers for a handful of Oroonoko, 
and I don’t know that my pouch has been fo empty for many a 
year as itis now: times are hard 5 I have earned but little for a 
long while.” <‘* Thea (fays I) my honeft fellow, here’s fome- 
thing that will fill it,” giving him a trifle. ‘* God blefs your 
noble heart, (fays he,) who can pity the wants of an old fea- 
man : I have been a failor, man and boy, as a body may fay, 
thefe threefcore years, and upwards, and was never but once fo 
a-ground in all iny life ; and then, an’ pleafe your honour, I 
would gladly have unthipped one of my two looking eyes for a 
quid of the bef. ”Twas laft war, an’ pleafe your honour : the 
doftor had ove me down for more than two months, and [ ex- 
pected every day to have Aicked the bucket ; when our fhip, with 
the relt of the fleet, anchored before the Havannah, When 
the troops were landed, and matters fettled on fhore, I, with 
many other fick, came to our moorings in the hofpital: they 
died like rotten fheep ; but, thank God, I foon got ftrength 
enough to walk about, bat my appetite was entirely gone : then 
it was I longed for fome dacke; | would have given the world, 
if I had had it, for a fingée guid: not a bitcould 1 get from 
any of my meflmates; they had it not. Had it not been for 
the humanity of a Spanifh friar, to whom I told my wants, as [ 
underftood enough of /oxg-/hore lingo to explain mytelf, I believe 
I fhould have died. He brought me fome the next day: I had 
no fooner ftowed a little in my under locker, but I thought my- 
felf in heaven. From that moment I got both ftrength, fpirits, 
and foon a good appetite.” —He then put what I gave him into 
his pocket, and, as he was leaving me, faw fomething in the 
water that induced him to ftoop: he drew up a large filver 
buckle. <* It feldom rains, but it pours,” fays he; “ I haye 
another prize!” holding it up. ‘* Now, Sir, had I left the 
fands on being difappointed in the not finding fome fhrimps, I 
had not met with this good luck : this is not the firft time for- 
tune has dropped fomething into my lap, when I had no reafon 

Vor. III. 54. & to 
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to expect it : I am never difmayed by difappointments, but keep 
on, in hopes the next minute will be more favourable than the 
Jaft.” 

I thought the old fellow’s comment on his fuccefs an excellent 
leffon ; nor will I refufe the inftruction fuch an example of pa- 
tience has taught me: no, I will not murmur at my difappoint- 
ment ; bot, in order to pafs it off, and beguile time, I'll take 
another ftroll on the wave-worn banks. 

A fail is juft in fight ; its one of the packets, returned from 
France : a boat has boarded it, and is returning with the paf- 
fengers. If this captain, thought I, has any induftry in him, 
mafter Killick nay be thrown out of his chance, and ferved 
very right into the bargain. 

Even as I conjectured, fo has it proved ; for, as I was walk- 
ing on the lawn fome hours after, [ was accofted with the en- 
quiry, if I was not going to Dieppe ? I anfwered in the affir- 
mative. ‘* Sir, if you will go with me, (fays the captain of 
the packet,) I fhall be ready to fail in an hour’s time.”—** Go 
with thee! aye, that I will moft chearfully ; for I have already 
been detained here, contrary to my will, thefe five or fix days.’ 
«* The other gentlemen, (fays he,) at the Ship tavern, are 
going alfo, Sir, and my people are ready there totake off your 
luggage,” 

Thaftened at once to the inn, to difcharge my bill, and to ac- 
celerate as much as poflible the embarkation of my trunks. 
When I got there, I found an unexpected impediment ; which 
was, that my trunks muft undergo the infpection of a Cuftom- 
Houfe officer : however, that was foon obviated ; for I found it 
was no more than a form, to extort a fec. I flipped the gen- 
tlemen half a crown, which was all that was wanted. ’”T'was 
an impofition I fuppofe every traveller muft fubmit to, or fuffer 

the whole of his travelling neceffaries to be difcompofed, which 
is of more confequence than complying with the contribution 
thus made on hiin.—I have jult fent every thing off, and dif- 
charged all expences.—The landlord of the Ship tavern is a 
very civil man, but knows how to make a bill. Adieu.—My 
next will, I hope, be from France.—Write to me as foon as pots 
fible, addrefled to the city of London Hatel, Dieppe, France. 
[To be continued.]} 











On tHe NEW YEAR. 


HE New-year’s.day, cr the day whereon the year com- 
mences, has always been diferent in different nations, 
and 
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and yet in all it has been held in great veneration.—Among the 
Romans, the firft and Jaft days of the year were confecrated to 
Janus ; on which account it was that they reprefented him with 
two faces. ‘I’o them we owe the ceremony of withing an bappy 
new year, which appears to be very ancient. Before the firft 
day was fpent, they not only vifited and complimented each 
other, but alfo prefented frenz, and offered vows to the Gods 
for the prefervation of each other.—Lucian reprefents it as a 
practice of a very ancient ftanding, even in his time, and refers 
itto Numa. Ovid intimates the fame ceremony in the begin. 
ning of his Fafti: 

Poftera lux oritur, linguifque animifque favete, 

Nunc dicenda bona Juut bona verba. 


And Pliny, more exprefsly, lib. xxviii. cap. i. Primum anni ine 
cipientis diem letis precationibus invitem fauflum ominantur. 


The civil, or lega] year, in England, commences on the day 
of the Annunciation, é, ¢. on the 25th day of March; though 
the hiftorical year begins on the day of the Circumcifion, i. ¢. the 
firft of January ; on which day the German and Italian year 
alfo begins. Stowe obferves, that William the Conqueror having 
been crowned on the firft of January, that thenceforth became 
the firft of the year for hiftorians ; though in all civil affairs 
they retained the ancient manner of accounting, which began 
with the 25th of March. 

The part of the year between thofe two terms is ufually ex- 
pteffed both ways, as 1748-9, or the eight above the niné. Since 
the Conqueror, the king’s patents, charters, proclamations, ec, 
are ufually dated by the year of the king’s reign. 

The church, as to her folemn fervice, begins the yearon the 
firft Sunday in Advent, which is always that next St. Andrew’s 
day, or the 30th of November. 

The Jews, as molt other nations of the Eaft, had a civil year, 
which commenced with the new moon in September, and an 
ecclefiaftical year, which commenced from’ the new moon in 
March. 

The French year, during the reign of the Merovingian race, 
began on the day whereon the troops were reviewed, which was 
the firlt day of March. Under the Carlovingians it began on 
Chriftmas-day, and under the Capetians on Eafter-day ; which 
therefore varied between the 22d of March and the 25th of 
April. And this is ftill the beginning of the French ecclefiafti- 
cal year ; but for the civil, Charles the Ninth appointed in 
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1564, that for the future it fhould commence on the firft of Ja- 
nuary. 

Mahometans begin their year the minute the fan enters Aries. 
The Perfians, in the month anfwering to our June. The Chi- 
nefe, and moft of the Indians, begin it with the firft moon in 
March. ‘The Brachmans begin it with the new moon in April, 
on which day they hold a feaft called Samuat Sarad: pau uga, 
q. d. fealt of a new year’s day. The Mexicans, according to 
d’Acoita, begin the year on our 23d of February, when the 
leaves begin to grow green: their year confifts of 14 months, 
having 20 days each ; which making 360 days, the remaining 
five days are fpent in mirth, and no bofinefs fuffered to be 
done, nor even any fervice at the temples. Alvarez relates much 
the fame of the Abyflinians, who begin their year on the 26th of 
Auguft, and have five idle days at the end, which they cail Pa- 
gomen. At Rome there are two ways of computing the year, 
the one begioning at the nativity of our Lord ; this the notaries 
ufe, dating @ mativitate :; the other in March, on occafion of 
the incarnation ; and it is by this the bulls are dated anno incar- 
nationis. The Greeks begin their year of the world from the 1ft 
of September. 





Some Account of the Principles on which Air BaLtoons a&, 


Very confiderable number of adventurers have, at diffe- 
A rent times, afcended into the air by the affiftance of bal- 
loons, whofe defcent is produced by letting out a portion of the 
inflammable air, and regulated by bailaft, which may be de- 
tached, if the velocity fhould appear too precipitate. One of 
thefe courageous experimenters is faid to have aicended ’till the 
barometer fell ten inches, which, on a rough ca'culation, gives 
upwards of two Englith miles perpendicular height. Two others 
travelled over the city of Paris, pafling through an extent of 
about feven miles horizontally. This laft aerial voyage was not 
made like the former, by the affiftance of inflammable air, but 
merely by the help of that expanfion which common air is fuf- 
ceptible of by being heated,—an improvement of M. Mont- 
golfier’s, which is more confiderably in favour of the practice 
than any other fince the original invention : for the inflamma- 
ble air, though compofed out of materials which are very 
cheap, comparatively with other chemical articles, is very ex~ 
penfive, on account of the large quantity required to be pro- 
duced. But in this laft mentioned excurfion, a long column 
clofed above, and open below, was fubftituted inftead of the 
9 balloon, 
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balloon. Beneath the column was fufpended a brafier, and a 
ftage for the operators. Straw being burned in the brafier, the 
heated air afcended into the column, which at length became 
buoyant, and carried up the fire, together with the managers. 
It will be readily conceived that a continuance of the fire would 
aflift the afcending motion, by encreafing the quantity of rare- 
fied air ; and, on the contrary, that the gradual condenfation 
by cooling the internal air, and by the admixture of the interior 
air at the mouth of the column, would caufe it to defcend when- 
ever the fire was remitted, or put out. 





BESIDES the aeroftatical experiments in Paris and Eng- 
land, an artift has for fome time been employed in making 
wings. What Horace faid of the fea, may .be applied to the 
air, 

ee 





Inpia 
“* Non tangenda rates tranfiliunt vada !” 


Bifhop Wilkins, in an age which was not fo indefatigable in 
philofophical purfuits as the prefent, faid, that he fhould not be 
jurprized, if, in the courfe of a few years, men were to call for 
their wings as frequently as they then called tor their boats. We 
may now fee this prophetic fpeech realized. 

‘The wings, we have been informed, are made on the model 
of thofe of the Weft-India crow, and the tail is iaid to refemble 
that of a peacock, though it is not fo long. The ingenious ar- 
tift who is employed on this aerial conveyance, wili make the 
firft experiment himéelf, as foon as he has finithed a fecond pair, 
which he will carry with him into the regions of the clouds, in 
cafe any accident fhould happen to the others. 

The fum which thefe wings will coft, has been reported to be 
not under five hundred pounds. The truth of this aflertion we 
cannot pretend to vouch ; but, until they are reduced in their 
value a little nearer to the price of terreitrial vehicles, the paf- 
fengers through the air will be in no danger of being over- 
turned, on account of the number of travellers, 





A Defcription of the Cuurcu of NOTRE DAME, the Ca- 
THEDRAL Of Paris. daa Letter from a Geatleman now in Paw 
tis, £0 bis Friend, dated November 14, 1783. 


WAS this day on the top of the fleeple, or tower, of Notre 


Dame, the cathedral of Paris, (and here I fhall remark by 
; the 
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the bye, that of all the cathedrals in France, at leaft two thirds 
bear the name of Notre Dame, or Our Lady). The morning 
was clear, and the fun fhone with uncommon brighthefs for this 
feafon of the year; and what appeared not a little remarkable 
to a perfon accuftomed to the thick and heavy atmofphere of 
London, not a cloud hung over the city : the fky was ferene, 
and the eye could eafily diftinguith objects at the diftance of 
many miles. You may fuppofe from this, that I had a good 
view of Paris : I certainly had ; but was greatly difappointed 
at finding this capital of a mighty kingdom fo much {maller 
than I had been led to expe&t. ‘The French, who are really 2 
fupercilious nation, though they conceal under the veil of po- 
litenefs how little they think of other countries, are vain enough 
to imagine that they are matchlefs in every thing : they fancy 
that Paris is as much fuperior to any other city in. the world, as 
they think other people are inferior to themfelves. Hence comes 
that expreffion, which a Parifian, talking of this capital, never 
fails to ufe toa foreigner: 4b! Monfeur, il n’y a guwun Paris 
au Monae : “* There is only one Paris in the world.” Full of 
the idea that what I had heard about its extent mult have fome 
foundation, I expected to find it fo great, that I thould fcarcely 
be able to take in the whole of it at once. Judge then my fur- 
prize, when J] affure you, upon my honour, that from a place 
where I could fee very clearly, } foand that Paris did not appear 
to contain one-third as mach ground as London; to which, it 
bears no more proportion, in point of fize, than St. Bride’s 
church does to St. Paul’s. 

Difappointed, though I matt confefs rather agreeably, I de- 
fcended, in order to ake a view of the infide of the cathedral, 
‘Fhe entrance is quite in the Gothic ftile ; and the church porch, 
which isof ftone, is almoit all carved into images of kings and 
faints, which time has not as yet been able to deface ; and it is 
rather a fingular circumftance, that the carvings and ornaments 
of other churches, lefs ancient by fome centuries, are mouldered 
away, while the hundred of little and great images in the front 
of Notre Dame are ftillin a high flate of prefervation.. Juft 
fronting me, as F went in, F faw fome ernameats which it grieved 
me much to fee there: you may perhaps think, that, jealous of 
the honour due to the Almighty, I was moved with a puritanic 
zeal, that fired me againit images and crucifixes: nofuch thing ; 
I am charitable enough to believe men fincere, when they tell 
me they do not worfhip images, and that they keep tiem in the 
churches only that they may ferve to carry their thoughts to the 
perfons reprefented, and infpire them with a defire to imitate 
them in holinefs and purity of morals: 1, therefore, never 

thought 
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thought the people of this country had fallen into idolatry in 
this refpect: my grief proceeded from this, that I found too much 
of proteftantifm in this charch, But, not to keep you any longer 
in f{ufpence, I was mortified to fee numbers of Englith colours 
hung up as trophies, at once the monuments of our defeat, and 
of French fuccefs. Thefe, I was informed, were the colours 
taken at St. Vincent's, Grenada,‘and Dominica; of thefe 
there were fome half a dozen, befides two or three large flags, 
bearing the united crofles of St. George and St. Andrew. As 
if I was not fafficiently mortified at what I had feen, the guide 
told me that a great many more colours, taken from the Britith 
troops, were depofited in the treafury of the church, where they 
were to remain with about fixty other pair of colours, which 
had lately been taken down from the place they had been hang- 
ing in ever fince the war of 1741, durmg which they had’been 
won from the late emprefs-queen and her allies. 

Notre Dame is not near fo lofty as fome of the parifh 
churches of this city ; but rt is neat, of a light Gothic ftrac- 
ture, and is very elegantly decorated. There are twenty-feven 
altars, in as many fmall chapels, neatly ornamented with paint- 
ings, Jc. Thefe chapels are (or at leaft were formerly, when 
the dead were interred within the city,) the burying-places ‘of 
fome of the firft families in France, At the end of the nave, 
or, if you will allow the expreffion, the centre ifle, ftands™p 
againft a pillar an enormous figure of the gigantic St. Chrid- 
topher : he is leaning on a club, with his head turned towards 
a child, who is fitting on his fhoulder. This child reprefents 
Chrift, and from an idle ftory, that a man of a gigantic ftature 
once carried Chrift in his infancy acrofsa river. ‘I’his man was 
called Chriftopher by corruption, from the Latin Chrifii Fer. 
My reafon for taking notice of this figure, which in fa@ as 
mach disfigures the fymmetry of the church, as a wen does a 
human face, is, in the firft place, that it is all one piece, which, 
together with its immenfe pedeftal, or bafe, was hewn out of a 
folid rock. How fach a mafs could have been carried into the 
church, for it fotmerly ftood in the church-yard, I am not able 
to guefs ; but its hiitory was whimfical from the beginning, It 
feems it was a votive offering from a nobleman of high rank, 
whofe name is now forgotten. He was condemned to die for 
fome ctime, and the day was fixed for his-exeeution.--Dauring 
the night that preceded that day, he happened to fall into a 
flumber, in which he dreamed that St. Chriftopher paid him a 
vilit, and bid him be of good-chear, for he fhovld have no caufe 
to mourn. He was foon rouzed from his flumber by the open- 
ing of his prifon door: he thought his confeflor was coming to 
prepar e 
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prepare him for death ; but, to his inexpreffible joy, it wasa 
gentleman of his acquaintance, who informed him that the 
king had ‘been prevailed upon to pardon him. Certain it is, 
that it was not the interceflion of St. Chriftopher, but of fame 
powerful relations and friends, whom he was fo fortunate asto 
have at court, that he owed his life ; however, to thew his gra- 
titude to the faint, who with rapid ftrides had haftened from 
heaven to comfort him, he vowed to ereéta ftatue to him. The 
pedeftal on which the giant ftands, reprefents a rock, round 
which runs a ferpentine road, and here and there little hermitages 
and trees are cut; and before the faint himéelf is kneeling a 
figure, reprefenting the nobleman. The workmanfhipis rude, 
but the labour maft have been great indeed, for the rock is ex- 
ceflively hard. It is a wonder that this mafs is not again removed 
to the charch-yard ; the church would be the better for it. I 
was told that fuch a thing was thought of during the life time 
of the late archbifhop ; but St. Chriftopher preferved his fnug 
birth under the roof from this circumftance, that his then grace 
(Chriftopher de Beaumont) happened to be his namefake. ‘This 
is a fact; and perhaps the prefent archbifhop is prevented, by 
fome little refpe&t for the name of his predeceffor, from ifluing 
an order to the faint to fhift his quarters. 

Over the pulpit ftands an equeftrian figure of the king of 
France ; who, having gained a great victory, went to Notre 
Dame, on his arrival in Paris, to return thanks to heaven. He 
entered the church on horfeback, and in armour, the fame he 
had ufed in the battle : it is of fome ufe to the antiquarian, as 
it fhews in what manner princes were dreffled when they took 
the field. The figure is in armour, and over all is a tunic of 
blue velvet, covered with fleurs-de-lys in gold: this veft, in 
fhape, is fomewhat like the drefs of our heralds. ‘The horfe is 
covered with blue velvet, which hangs down lower than the 
ftirrups : this mult have been attended with inconvenience in the 
time of action. The head is covered juft in the fame manner 
that running horfes are covered in the prefent day. The in- 
fcription fays, that this king was Philip le Bel, or the Fair, and 
that the victory won was at Bovines. ‘The armour, {word, and 
trappings of the horfe, were precifely thofe which had been ufed 
by the king, who made a prefent of them to the church. 





a 837 bef T't-@. 8.6 


ANITY, where it makes a man value himfelf upon good 
actions, is no defpicable quality. 
The good-humour of fome is owing to an inexhauftible fund 
of felf-gonceit. 
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CHARACTER or LORD DARNLEY. 
Written by Dr. Stuart. 


HUS perithed, in the twenty-firft year of his age, Henry 

Stuart, lord Darnley,a prince of ahigh lineage. A fate 
fo fudden and fo immature excited a fympathy and forrow, 
which mutt have been loft in the confcioufnefs of his imperfec- 
tions, if he had fallen by the ravages of difeafe, or the ftroke of 
time. The fymmetry of his form recommended him to the 
molt beautiful princefs in Chriftendom ; and her generofity and 
love placed him upon the throne of an ancient kingdom. But 
he neither knew how to enjoy his profperity, nor to enfure it, 
His vices did not permit him to maintain the place he had won 
in her affe€tion ; and he was not entitled by his ability to hold 
the reins of government. He was feen to the greatelt advan- 
tage in thofe games and {ports which require activity and ad- 
drefs. He rode with {kill the war-horfe, and was dextrous in 
hawking and the chace ; but poflefling nodifcernment of men, 
and no profoundnefs of policy, ke was altogether unequal to di- 
rect an agitated monarchy, and to fupport the glory of his queen. 
Inftead of aéting to her proteétion and advantage, he encouraged 
her misfortunes and calamities. His embecility laid him open 
to her enemies and his own. ‘The excelfive facility of his na- 
ture made him the dupe of the thalloweft artifice ; and whil€ 
he was weakly credulous, he could not keep in concealment 
thofe fecrets which moft nearly concerned him. Driven into 
difficult fituations by paffion and imprudence, he was unable to 
extricate himfelf. Under the guidance of no regular princi- 
ples, he was inconftant and capricious. His natural levity was 
prompted by his pronenefs to intemperance ; and he was as 
much a ftranger to decorum as to virtue. 





INSTANCE or DELICATE BENEVOLENCE., 


“- “ae young ladies of a diftinguithed family in the city of 
Anch, in France, were fo far reduced in life as to be com- 
pelled to gain their fubtiltence, with the greateft difficulty, by 
the labour of their hands. Nothing was left of their once 
fplendid fortunes, but fome wretched furniture, and an old pic- 
ture of little value. The archbifhop of Anch having heard of 
their deplorable circumftances, inftantly repaired to thofe unfor- 
tunate ladies, and being anxious to relieve them, without wound- 
Vou. Il. 54. F ing 
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ing their delicacy, he faid to them, with a fmiling and affable 
air, ‘* I am informed, ladies, that you have in your apartments 
a moft valuable piéture. I feeit ; it is by the hands of a great 
matter; it particularly pleafes me; and if it be not too great a 
favour, I would entreat yoo to part with it for a penfion of Ico 
Louis d’ors, which fhal! commence this moment. I have brought 
the firft year in advance.” 





A WITTY REPARTEE of QUEEN ELIZABETH. 


Bifhop pretending to perfuade her majefty againft fome 
meaiures of her government, upon the ground of feveral 
icriptural paffages, the replied, ‘* My lord bithop, you know a 
great deal of the Bible, yet you feem not to unceritand Tbe Book 
of Kings.” 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


HE following anecdote I took fome time ago from ‘* The 
Ancient Huitory of the Carthagenians.” By depofiting 
#t in your Entertainer, you will, without doubt, pleale your rea- 
ders, and will confer an obligation on 
Your humble fervant, 
PHILAGATHUS. 
Brifiel, December 29, 1733. : 





THE Carthagenians, fays Herodotus, failing beyond the 
pillars of Hercules, traded with the Lybians in the following 
manner;: After they got in fome creek, they landed their goods, 
leaving them expofed on fome point of land, and then returnad 
to their thips; they then caufed a great fmoke to be raifed, at 
the fight of which the Lybians came to the place where the 
wares had been left; and laying down acertain quantity of gald, 
retired ata good diftance from them. Upon this the Cartha- 
genians went a fecond time on fhore, and, if on viewing the 
gold it appeared to them fufficient, they carried ic off, and failed 
without delay; if not, they left it, and continued on board 
fome time. The Lybians upon this made an addition to what 
they had before left; and if this proved infufficient they con- 

tinued 
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tinued to increafe it till the Carthagenians were fatisfied, and 
the bargain made.—Neither of thefe nations offered the leaft 
injuftice to each other ; the Carthagenians did not fo much as 
touch the Lybian gold till it was equal in value to their wares ; 
nor the Lybians the Carthagenian merchandize till the gold 
they offered as an equivalent was accepted and taken away. 





ANECDOTE of te BLACKSMITH PARSON at 
GRETNA-GREEN. 


E has a particular bed in the corner of his houfe, which 
ferves for the purpofe of ceremonial confummation. By 
the law of Scotland, it is well known, that any perfon whatever 
above 16 vears of age may perform the facerdotal rites of mar- 
riage, which ftands valid only if they be confummated, that is, 
if the couple be feen in bed by twowitneffes. Several laughable 
circumftances often happen at Gretna-Green at the conclufion of 
the ceremony. If a couple be married at aninn, Vulcan, when 
he has finifhed his oral part, fees them to bed, and calls in his 
principal Cyclops’ as witneffes, when they then fign their certi- 
fieate. If a pair wait on him at his own habitation, the cere- 
mony of confummation is then performed in the allotted bed, 
which has borne many hundred couples. A few months fince 
an Irifh officer having eloped to Gretna-Green with a lady from 
Northamptonfhire, Vulcan, when he had joined their hands, told 
them, as ufual, they muft confummate before he could fign their 
certificate; to which the jolly fon of Hibernia replied, ‘* By my 
faith, parfon, if that flops your figning, fign away, honey, for 
that partof the ceremony was over before I reached York.’ 
But the parfon infifting that it was of no avail unlefs done in 
Scotland, the officer was obliged to fabmit, and be bedded in his 
prefence, and that of his fervant. 





Anfwer, by MM. Nofworthy, of Plymouth-Dock, to Taffe’s 
Queftion, inferted November 24. 


put a = 1062.513 then will xx + x + ,0625=a+ 
0625 «0 X = Wat 55 = 32d. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from Arion. 


F 2 Anfwer, 
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An/wer, by Avion, of Bath,toS.M. O.’s enigmatical Lift of dme- 


rican Cities and principal Towns, inferted December 1. 


3. Carthagena. 6. Charles-Town. 
2. Quito. | 7» Philadelphia, 
3- Lima. §. New-York. 

4- Mexico. g. Bofion. 





5+ Rio de Janeiro. 10. Halifax. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from Taflo, of Briitol. 





Anfwer, by Taff, of Briftol, toT. Roberts's Enigma, inferted 
May 19. 


ET France boaft her genius for cooks and for drefs, 
L And Hifpania’s fam’d fons of their gold make a boaft ; 


We care not whilft Britain poffeffes her tars, 
With COUR AGE and VALOUR to guard her fair coaft, 


1§t We have received the like anfwer from Arion, of Bath. 





A QUESTIO W. 
Yaken from Carnan’s Ladies Diary, for 1734; and inferted at the 
Requeft of a Corre/pondent. 
Given x*y + y3x= 512500 
x*y —y*x=2500 
To find the values of x and y. 





4x ANAGRAM, by S. M. O. of Shaftefoury. 


ART of aman tranfpos’d aright, 
What’s put in tombs will come to fight, 





4n ENIGMA, by Arion, of Bath. 


Y birth, my age, and where I dwell, 
Let Goadby’s basds now try to tell, 
Surely 
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Surely in all the world around 
So itrange a being can’t be found ; 
So paradoxical I feem 
You’d think me meer caprice and whim, 
Bold as an emperor, fometimes I 
All noife and revelling defy ; 
In drunken company appear ; 
Nor riots dread, nor quarrels fear : 
At other times fo chafte, fo coy, 
Speak but one word, away I fly, f 
I can’t tell where—I can’t tell why. 
A friend to all, by all belov’d, 
And never once to anger mov’d ; 
The richeft bleflings I beftow 
On ev’ry friend and ev’ry foe ; 
The rich, the wife, the learn’d, the brave, 
The tyrant, and his wretched flave, 
The rich, the poor ;-—yet all, in turn, 
My abfence, and my fhynefs mourn ; 
They fue, they pray, and oft complain ; 
But fighs, and tears, and pray’rs are vain 3 
Inflexible I turn away, 
And never mind one word they fay. 
To fome I daily lend my aid ; 
I like the fun, I like the fhade ; 
But neither fun, nor noon-tide bow’r, 
Equals my favourite midnight hour. 
Sometimes I hover round by day, 
To hear the famous Lawrence play ; 
What charms my friend and I difpenfe! 
What pains fome take to drive me thence! 
Bat ftill my pow’r they can’t reftrain ; 
I now give pleafure, now give pain ; 
And now they with that I would tarry, 
Next minute with me with Old Harry. 
Strange creature, fure! my nature’s fuch, 
I pleafe too little, or too much. 
I vifit every Jand and clime, 
But never pafs the bounds of time ; 
For though the church I oft attend, 
And am the faint’s molt conftant friend, 
And do with equal pleafure wait 
On thofe who dare the worft of fate, 
No place in heaven’s referv’d for me, 
Nor am I doom’d to mifery, 


POETRY, 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR, January 1, 1784. 
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Written by Wiuttam Wuitenean, E/7; Poet-Laureat ; fet to i 
Mufic by Mr. Stanterx, Mafter of the King’s Band of Muf- 
cians ; and performed at St. Fames’s by the Gentlemen belonging 
tothe Chapel, and Others. 


NOUGH of arms ; to happier ends 
Her forward view Britannia bends ; 
Her gracious hofts, who grafp’d the fword, 
Obedient to her awful word, 
Though martial glory ceafe, 
Shall now, with equal induftry, 
Like Rome’s brave fons, when Rome was free, 
Refume the arts of peace. 


O come, ye toil-worn wanderers, come 
‘To genial hearths, and focial home, 
The tender houfewife’s bufy care ! 
The board, with temperate plenty crown’d, 
And fmiling progeny around, 
That liften to the tale of war! 


Yet be not war the favourite theme ; 
For what has war with blifs to do ? 

Teach them more juftly far to deem, 
And own experience taught it you ; 

Teach them ’tis in the will of fate ; 

Their frugal induftry alone 

Can make my country truly great, 
And in her blifs fecure their own. 
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Be all the fongs that footh their toil, 

And bid the brow of labour fmile ; 

When through the loom the fhuttle glides, 
Or fhining share the glebe divides ; 

Or bending tothe woodman’s ftroke, 

To waft her commerce, bends the-Britifh oak ; 
Be all their fongs that foftea thefe, 

Of calm content, and future well-earn’d eafe. 


Nor dread left inborn fpirit die : 
One glorious leffon, early taught, 
Will all the boaited powers fupply, 
Of praétis’d rules, and ftudied thought. 
From the firit dawn of reafon’s ray, 
On the young bofom’s yielding clay, 
Strong be their country's love imprefs’d, 
And with your own example fire their breaft. 


Tell them, ’tis theirs to grafp the fword, 
When Britain gives the awful word, 
To bleed, to die, in Britain’s caufe : 
And guard, from faction nobly free, 
Their birth-right blefling, liberty, 
True liberty, that loves the laws. 





Tue MAGODALEWN 


[From AsELARD to ELorsA, a Poem, lately publifhed.] 


ILD at the found, to folitude I fly, 

And meet the form familiar to my eye :— 
She comes refulgent in her former charms ! 
The fpoufe of heaven is rendered to my arms! 
Her voice [hear, on Abelard hhe calls, 
And waves to Paraclete’s neglected walls. 
Yet, O forbear! thofe fatal {miles conceal, 
And not the woman, but the faint reveal ; 
The clafping hands, the fcattered locks difplay, 
And itreaming tears by angels wip’d away. 
The head that bows to mercy’s awful fhrine, 
The glance that melts with charity divine, 
The grateful burft of penitence forgiven, 
And afpeét radiant with the beams of heaven : 
Till pure and candid as the robes they wear, 
Mer vettal-charge th’ infpiring rapture hare, 

With 
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With clearer anthems hail the faviour’s throne, 
And pant for grace with ardours not their own. 
That, where fecluded nature loves to pour 

The limpid current through the myrtle bower, 
While, oft as Hefper leads the ftarry throng, 
Spontaneous harps the clofing ftrain prolong, 
Defcending gods the refcu’d {pot may fhew 
Where rofe in wilds a paradife below. 








SONNET ¢# Dr BEATTIE. 


O'h we with fancy young, the live-long day 

By fountain clear, my native dales among, 

I’ve wander’d, liftening to the plaintive lay, 
Divineft minftrel! of that favourite throng 
Who breathe in fimple rhyme enchanting fong. 

Or loft in vifion wild, or tender thought, 
Through many a gay romantic {cene at morn, 

With thee I’ve haften’d to the haunt remote 

Of folitude ; or heard the hermit’s note 
Plaintive at eve ; or o’er Eliza’s urn 

Shed the fofttear, Ah! could this verfe withthem 
In beauty, tendernefs, or tancy’s glow 

Compare, foon fhould the willing mufe entwine 
A wreathe of laurel round thy honour’d brow. 


— 














EPITAPH on a ROBIN buried in a Grove. ] 


TOP, wanderer! if by chance thou fhouldft come nigh, 
And ere you part let tall a pitying figh ; 
For know, beneath the covert of this thade 
Lies a {weet warbler in oblivion laid, 
Who once would charm you with his tuneful throat 
With ftrains of melody, and heavenly note. 





Then let both pity and compaffion move 

A favage heart to tendernefs and love ; 

And teach, a redbreaft ne’er fhould be confin’d, 
As, robb’d of liberty, to death he pin’d, 





